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Mansfield Woodhouse Care Manager Shortlisted for National Award

The manager of two services in Mansfield Woodhouse which support adults with
learning disabilities and autism has been named a finalist in the Stars of Learning
Disabilities and Autism Awards 2025, in the Amazing Manager Award (Midlands)
category.

Sophie Hillis the manager of Pines and Cherry Tree House, both based on Park Hall
Road, and are specialist residential service for people with autism and learning
disabilities. They are part of the Cygnet Social Care division.

The Stars of Learning Disabilities and Autism Awards is an annual event celebrating
the outstanding workforce and providers who support individuals with learning
disabilities and autism.

The awards recognise the dedication, compassion, and commitment of those
making a real difference in the lives of some of the most vulnerable people in our
society, including those with lived experience who challenge stigma, raise
awareness, and campaign for the right to live a good life.

Speaking about her nomination, Sophie said: I am so appreciative to have been
nominated for this award by my amazing team. | feel so grateful for their recognition
and to even be nominated is an honour, but to become a finalist is incredible!

“My role as a manager is so much more than just a job to me. | get to work with the
most incredible staff and residents every day and have the privilege of witnessing
amazing achievements in the process.

“I'm so lucky to be part of such a great company at Cygnet Social Care and to
manage two incredible homes that achieve outcomes many didn’t think possible.”

Sophie joined Cygnet Social Care in 2020 as Deputy Manager at Pines. With nine
years of experience in the health and social care sector, she began her career as a
support worker before progressing to dual registered manager in elderly services.
Seeking a new challenge, she moved into supporting residents with learning
disabilities, autism, and associated complex needs.



Since joining Cygnet, Sophie has continued to grow her expertise, always striving to
offer the best quality of life and opportunities to those she supports. She is currently
completing her Level 5 Leadership and Management qualification and was
appointed Home Manager of Pines and Cherry Tree House in 2025.

This year’s ceremony will take place on Friday 5th December 2025, at the
Manchester Mercure Piccadilly Hotel, hosted by Traitors star and Mencap
Ambassador Alexander Dragonetti.



