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Lockerbie care home manager shortlisted for national award

A dedicated care leader from Lockerbie has been shortlisted for a national award
recognising excellence in social care.

Lorraine Platt, manager of Cygnet Social Care’s Trinity House and Trinity Lodge, has
been named a finalist in the Executive Learning Disabilities and Autism Leader
category at the 2025 Social Care Leadership Awards.

This award celebrates outstanding leaders in learning disabilities and autism services
who show exceptional expertise, strong leadership, great support for colleagues,
and a positive commitment to person-centred support.

Lorraine, who first joined Trinity House in 2017 as an activity coordinator, has worked
her way up to managing both Trinity House and Trinity Lodge. She previously worked
with young people with mental health needs and challenging behaviours before
returning to university at the age of 47 to complete a degree in Health and Social
Policy.

Speaking about her nomination, Lorraine said: “I feel shocked but honoured to be
shortlisted. | have the pleasure of working alongside an amazing team at Trinity and
we all work together to ensure the individuals we support are part of our local
community and choosing how they want to live their lives.

“I am really passionate about helping residents set personal goals and supporting
them to achieve them.”

Under her leadership, Trinity services have built sfrong community connections and
earlier this year opened a brand new community café. The café - named Hartnell’s
Café in memory of a former resident —is a social enterprise designed to benefit both
residents of the Cygnet Social Care services and the wider community.

The café provides valuable work experience and skills training for the residents living
at Trinity Lodge and nearby Trinity House.



The initiative is centred on promoting key employment skills, including customer
service, money handling, health and safety, and food hygiene. Residents working in
the café have the opportunity to gain recognised quadlifications, helping to prepare
them for future employment opportunities within the community.

The Social Care Leadership Awards, which celebrate excellence in leadership across
the sector, will take place on 21 October at the London Marriott Hotel Grosvenor
Square.

There are ten categories in total, highlighting leadership across areas such as
learning disabilities and autism, dementia care, children and young people’s
services, and home care.



